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          חבר הכנסת
הרב נסים זאב

Mrs. Elsa Stamatopoulou

Chief, Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Division of Social Policy and Development

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations Headquarters

New York, New York

April 26, 2010

Dear Mrs. Stamatopoulou,

I have the honor and privilege of writing to you to at the recommendation of the Mr. Carlos Mamani Condori, Chairman of the Ninth Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues with regard to the categorization and classification of the Jewish People in Judea and Samaria as the Indigenous People of the Land of Israel.  Unfortunately, there has been an omission in the reference list of indigenous people as it relates to the work of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Jewish People do not appear anywhere as the Indigenous People of the Land of Israel.

I wish to bring to your attention the fact that the Declaration of Independence of the State of Israel states as follows:

ERETZ-ISRAEL [(Hebrew) - the Land of Israel, Palestine] was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and political identity was shaped. Here they first attained to statehood, created cultural values of national and universal significance and gave to the world the eternal Book of Books.After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout their Dispersion and never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the restoration in it of their political freedom. 

Impelled by this historic and traditional attachment, Jews strove in every successive generation to re-establish themselves in their ancient homeland. In recent decades they returned in their masses. Pioneers, ma'pilim [(Hebrew) - immigrants coming to Eretz-Israel in defiance of restrictive legislation] and defenders, they made deserts bloom, revived the Hebrew language, built villages and towns, and created a thriving community controlling its own economy and culture, loving peace but knowing how to defend itself, bringing the blessings of progress to all the country's inhabitants, and aspiring towards independent nationhood.

In the year 5657 (1897), at the summons of the spiritual father of the Jewish State, Theodore Herzl, the First Zionist Congress convened and proclaimed the right of the Jewish people to national rebirth in its own country. This right was recognized in the Balfour Declaration of the 2nd November, 1917, and re-affirmed in the Mandate of the League of Nations which, in particular, gave international sanction to the historic connection between the Jewish people and Eretz-Israel and to the right of the Jewish people to rebuild its National Home.

The catastrophe which recently befell the Jewish people - the massacre of millions of Jews in Europe - was another clear demonstration of the urgency of solving the problem of its homelessness by re-establishing in Eretz-Israel the Jewish State, which would open the gates of the homeland wide to every Jew and confer upon the Jewish people the status of a fully privileged member of the comity of nations. Survivors of the Nazi holocaust in Europe, as well as Jews from other parts of the world, continued to migrate to Eretz-Israel, undaunted by difficulties, restrictions and dangers, and never ceased to assert their right to a life of dignity, freedom and honest toil in their national homeland.

In the Second World War, the Jewish community of this country contributed its full share to the struggle of the freedom- and peace-loving nations against the forces of Nazi wickedness and, by the blood of its soldiers and its war effort, gained the right to be reckoned among the peoples who founded the United Nations. On the 29th November, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution calling for the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz-Israel; the General Assembly required the inhabitants of Eretz-Israel to take such steps as were necessary on their part for the implementation of that resolution. This recognition by the United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their State is irrevocable.

This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own fate, like all other nations, in their own sovereign State.

ACCORDINGLY WE, MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF ERETZ-ISRAEL AND OF THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, ARE HERE ASSEMBLED ON THE DAY OF THE TERMINATION OF THE BRITISH MANDATE OVER ERETZ-ISRAEL AND, BY VIRTUE OF OUR NATURAL AND HISTORIC RIGHT AND ON THE STRENGTH OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HEREBY DECLARE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH STATE IN ERETZ-ISRAEL, TO BE KNOWN AS THE STATE OF ISRAEL.

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will foster the development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard the Holy Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

According to United Nations stipulations a declaration of a new state according to precedent was tantamount to a treaty. The resolution stated that "the stipulations contained in the declarations are recognized as fundamental laws of State, and no law, regulation or official action shall conflict or interfere with these stipulations, nor shall any law, regulation or official action prevail over them." The resolution also required that the Constitution of each State embody the rights contained in the Declaration.

In essence, the status of the Jewish people as the indigenous people of the entire historic Land of Israel has been recognized in international law and consequently Israeli law since the Mandate of .the League of  Nations which was validated through Article 80 of the United Nations Charter and up to the establishment of the State of Israel. The part of the historic Land of Israel known as Judea and Samaria which was included in the original Mandate of the League of Nations is not included in the boundaries of the sovereign State of Israel. The Jewish population of Judea and Samaria, descendants of the Twelve Tribes of Israel are under constant threat of eviction and  dispossession.  Their heritage and history are endangered and need the protection of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in an urgent manner.  
We respectfully request your support and assistance in instructing the proper departments and authorities to fill in the gap in the reference pages of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous People, to correct the current injustice to the descendants of the Twelve Tribes of Israel in Judea and Samaria as it regards the work of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous People which was created to protect the rights of  all indigenous people of  the world..

Please accept, Your Excellency, the expressions of my highest esteem.

Sincerely yours,

Member of Knesset Rabbi Nissim Zeev

Founder, Shas Party (Member 0f Government Coalition)

cc.:  Dr. Pavel Sulyandziga,

Special Rapporteur,  United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
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